[Epilepsy in middle and older age].
Single fits and epileptic illness are more frequent in advanced age; their occurrence reaches the same frequency as in the neonatal period. Their origin and the possibilities of treatment are tightly connected to the process of ageing, a fact that requires special consideration. The main reasons for new epileptic attacks in the group of age 65 or more are structural changes, i.e. ischemic infarctions, tumors and atrophic involution. For certain patients, the use of antiepileptic drugs may be limited by unavoidable side effects. Complete cure of the attacks in advanced age is rare, but with a well selected treatment sufficient control is often possible.